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Although the process of globalisation is an old-dated
phenomenon, which can be settled back to the first
intercontinental commercial exchanges (cf. Streeck 2005), only
recent events have modified the traditional relation among
nation-states. The collapse of the Berlin wall and the downfall of
the USSR, the growth of the Pacific Asian economies and the
expansion of new communication systems have dissolved the
conventional threefold partition of the globe in the idea of a 'one
world' structured on an axis organised in three principal
regional blocks: North America, Western Europe, and Pacific
Asia (cf. Taylor/ Flint 2000:4-5). Globalisation has altered all core
tasks of the nation-state concerning territoriality, taxation and
citizenship. The formulation of policies has shifted from the
national context to a complex environment, which embraces the
regional and international dimension. These circumstances have
affected the representative role of the state as decisional system
and...
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