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the subject of syphilis has been considered from the standpoint of the problems of the disease as they aBect the
individual and society; not that of the problems of the physician in his treatment of it. The topics which have
been considered have an interest for the layman as well as for the physician. The subject of syphilis should have
an appeal to the intelligent layman far beyond its medical interest. The disease is one of the scourges of
humanity; its control one of the most important of sanitary problems. Medicine has measures to oBer in the
direction of its sanitary control that do not involve the legal recognition of prostitution and that should not be
morally objectionable. They are practical measures, which if given thorough and wide application, while they
would not eradicate the disease, would vastly reduce its ravages. It seems incredible that society will not in time
avail itself of this opportunity. When it does so, it will be through the influence of the enlightened public; the
medical profession can only initiate the movement. It is to the intelligent public then that this treatment of the
subject has been in great part directed. The eBort has been made to write, not a popular volume on the subject,
but a substantial presentation. An occasional paragraph, I fear, will be found rather technical. The endeavor
has been on the whole, however, to avoid technicalities, as far as possible in a concise statement of the subject,
so that the layman can read the work without undue eBort. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
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