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information technology continues, what areas of our current health care delivery system do you believe can
best capitalize on more eAective use of new technologies In addition, how do you plan to use new and existing
information technology capabilities to more eAectively and eAiciently manage HHS operations and programs
For example, what priorities are you planning to set for modernizing HCFAs information infrastructure and
balancing those against other Departmental funding needs 5. By providing services to Medicare and Medicaid
beneficiaries, health care providers subject themselves to a certain level of additional regulatory scrutiny. Some
providers believe the added regulatory burden is excessive and detrimental to their ability to focus on providing
appropriate health care. At the same time, federal and state agencies and private-sector health care
organizations are continuing to increase eAorts to ensure proper payment. Do you have any particular
approaches in mind on how to minimize the eAect of regulatory burdens that health care providers endure,
while at the same time providing assurance and accountability that federal health care dollars are spent
appropriately 6. HHS has promoted the Medicare Choice Program to elder Americans in order to provide them
with additional choice and flexibility regarding the nature and scope of Medicare benefits they receive. Yet,
recent growth in Medicare beneficiaries electing to participate in the Medicare Choice Program has slowed, and
the number of organizations willing to provide Medicare benefits under this program has declined. What are
your views on the long-term role of providing seniors with a managed care...
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