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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Marques Vickers Red-Light District of Butte Montana is an intimate
photo examination of the infamous sex trade once nationally recognized during the late 19th and early 20th
century. Over 135 current photographs document the remnants of the famed Copper mining town s
prostitution core. Vickers work details historical anecdotes, narratives on colorful personages and perspective
on an era when prostitution was locally institutionalized. The remaining Dumas Brothel is a profiled parlor
house noteworthy for its operational longevity between 1890-1982. The Dumas is the longest tenured American
house of prostitution. Founded by two French Canadian brothers, the property weathered numerous reform
movements and attempts towards forced closure by governmental authorities. Owner tax evasion ultimately
shuttered the property. Renovation efforts are being undertaken to restore the building, much to the chagrin of
paranormal spirits that haunt the lodgings. Across the road is the Blue Range Building, the last street-facing
example of the lowest extremity of prostitution once employed within the district. The seven sets of ground floor
doors and adjacent windows housed segregated cubicles called cribs. Diminutive cribs accommodated only a
single bed and an occasional washbasin and chamber pot. Lower esteemed prostitutes serviced clients from
these utilitarian spaces. Their clientele consisted primarily of common laborers and miners with modest
financial means. Butte s prostitution industry reinforced a rigid hierarchy of distinguishing elite mistresses for
the affluent and influential, from lowly street solicitors. The lifestyle of sex professionals was plagued by drug
addiction, financial debt, sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy, abortion, violence and abuse by their
patrons and jealousy-motivated clients. Many of the younger women harbored unrealistic expectations that a
client would eventually fall in love with them enabling their escape. Suicide was common...
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