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x 6.0in. x 0.3in.Excerpt: . . . His eager flight, Shut in the darker prison-house Of blinded sight, Alike to him are sun
and stars, The day, the night. But all the fervor of high noon, Hushed, fragrant, strong, And all the peace of
moonlit nights When nights are long, And all the bliss of summer eves, Breathe in his song. The rustle of the
fresh green woods, The hum of bee, The joy of flight, the perfumed waD Of blossoming tree, The half-forgotten,
rapturous thrill Of liberty, - All blend and mix, while evermore, Now and again, A plaintive, puzzled cadence
comes, A low refrain, Caught from some shadowy memory Of patient pain. In midnight black, when all men
sleep, My singer wakes, And pipes his lovely melodies, And trills and shakes. The dark sky bends to listen, but No
answer makes. O, what is joy In vain we grasp Her purple wings; Unwon, unwooed, she flits to dwell With
humble things; She shares my sightless singers cage, And so-he sings. MARY. The drowsy summer in the
flowering limes Had laid her down at ease, Lulled by soD, sportive winds, whose tinkling chimes Summoned the
wandering bees To feast, and dance, and hold high carnival Within that vast and fragrant banquet-hall. She
stood, my Mary, on the wall below, Poised on light, arching feet, And drew the long, green branches down to
show Where hung, mid odors sweet, - A tiny miracle to touch and view, - The humming-birds, small nest and
pearls of blue. Fair as the summers self she stood, and smiled, With eyes like summer sky, Wistful and glad, half-
matron and half-child, Gentle and proud and shy; Her sweet head framed...
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