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Delegate of the District of Columbia voting rights in the House. On January 9, 2007, Delegate Eleanor Holmes
Norton of the District of Columbia introduced H.R. 328, the District of Columbia Fair and Equal House Voting
Rights Act of 2007. On January 19, Representative Hoyer introduced H.Res. 78, which proposed House Rule
changes allowing the District of Columbia delegate (in addition to the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico
and the delegates from American Samoa, Guam, and the Virgin Islands) to vote in the Committee of the Whole,
subject to a revote in the full House if such votes proved decisive. H.R. 328 has not yet been considered; H.Res. 78
was approved by the House on January 24, 2007, by a vote of 226-91. These two approaches appear to raise
separate, but related, constitutional issues. As to H.R. 328, it is difficult to identify either constitutional text or
existing case law that would directly support the allocation by statute of the power to vote in the full House to
the District of Columbia Delegate. Further, that case law that does exist would seem to indicate that not only is.
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